


This configuration also offers cost savings. Since all network
users share the same single large pipe, yet every global site
is not operational at the same time, the pipe size need not
be as large to provide the same operational benefit. Hence,
an enterprise with five sites that each requires 10 meg may
be able to leverage a pipe of 35 meg because of time zones,
rather than 50 meg.

In collaborative service enterprises, the collaboration might
be equally far-flung, with service centers in India and South
Africa, managers and product marketing personnel in the
U.S., IT systems and specialists in Australia, and aggregation
points directing calls at locations in Europe.

Software companies might well sponsor user groups located
in Europe, software engineers in India, component vendors in
Asia, and market research in the U.S.

A multipoint to multipoint configuration enables a WAN in
which every internal and external partner can work together
collaboratively in a "virtual business campus” environment,
in spite of the difference in time zones and locations, reducing
costs and speeding time to market.

Other Ideal Applications for WANs

International professional or trade associations with global
working groups

Educational institutions with electronic curricula and
faculty and students in numerous locations

Any enterprise with global scope of locations that wants
to implement a collaborative, free flow of information
exchange

_ Any enterprise with global locations wishing to create a
seamless, global WAN to reduce complexity and costs

Did You Know?

MAC addresses are unique packet
identifiers, which can be universally
used to forward traffic on a network.
An alternative to VLAN based
mechanisms, MAC based mechanisms
offer a simplified implementation.
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